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Fleart of @ur Mother and @ueen 


At Fatima, our Blessed 
Mother revealed her ardent 
desire to save all men 
through devotion to her Im- 
maculate Heart,as described 
in the booklet, title above. 
If war and persecution, fear 
and error still prevail, it is 
perhaps due to our failure to 
offer the prayer and penance 
she requested. 


But it is never too late— 
if we make a fervent and 
generous start NOW. Con- 
secrate yourself, your family, 
your all, to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary on her feast 
day, August 22. Pray the 
Rosary daily. Practice the 
Five First Saturdays Devo- 
tion—all explained in our 
booklet. And by passing 
the booklet on to others, 
you will help spread this 
powerful devotion in which lies “all grace of the way—all hope of life.” 





Other related and inspiring booklets include Devotion to Mary, 
Communion Devotions in Union with Mary, Under Mary’s Mantle 
and The Rosary, My Treasure. To Jesus through Mary is especially 


fitting. 
CWD 


Her life a legend, her martyr’s death forgotten, her relics lost for 
centuries—but her countless miracles and universal veneration by 
Popes, clergy and laity alike, prove that “To SAINT PHILOMENA, 
nothing is refused!” Read her booklet and see. Feast August 11. 


All booklets 15¢. Reduction on quantities, postage extra. 
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Crowned Queen of the Kingdom of Her Son 











Crowned with the Son 


ND a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with 
the sun and the moon was under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve stars” (Apoc. 12:1). In this mysterious 
“woman” of St. John’s Apocalypse, the Church likes to see Mary, 
the Virgin Mother of God, by Divine power taken up body and 
soul into heaven. The Assumption is one of Mary’s oldest feasts, 
having been celebrated in almost the entire Church, both in the 
West and in the East, from the seventh century. It is also one 
of the best-loved of her feasts, reminding us of the marvelous 
holiness of the Mother, who remains very much our Mother, 
though she now reigns in glory with her Son. 

Mary has always been linked—indissolubly linked—with 
Jesus. When God predestined Christ for the work of our Re- 
demption, He predestined Mary in the same decree to be the one 
through whom the Savior would come into the world. Mary is 
foreshadowed in the promise of the Book of Genesis: “I will put 
enmities between thee and the woman,” in which God foretells 
to Satan that the “seed” of a woman shall crush him. _Isaias, 
greatest of the prophets, warned a weak king of the Chosen 
People that a virgin would conceive and bear a son, who would 
be the true heir of David’s kingdom. At the dawn of the New 
Testament, it is with Mary that Christ’s first worshippers, the 
shepherds and Magi, find Him. Mary was at Cana when Jesus 
worked the first of His miracles. She stood beside His Cross to 
the end, the new Eve beside the new Adam. She was among 
the Apostles and disciples in the Cenacle at the descent of the 
Holy Spirit, which is the birthday of the Church. Now, and 
most fittingly, she is with her Son in heaven, reigning with Him, 
the dispensatrix of all His graces. 

After describing the woman as clothed with the sun, St. 
John goes on to add, in the next verse of this chapter, that the 
woman is “with child.” In this woman, glorious in heaven, yet 
still in travail on earth, we can recognize Mary’s universal moth- 
erhood, which till the end of time will find her interceding for 
and helping her children. Like Christ in His Ascension, Mary 
in her Assumption “will not leave us orphans.” Jesus has cre- 
ated in her heart a love for us which is surpassed only by her love 
for Him—which is, really, identified with her love for Him. As 
St. Bernard says: “In every way, God wishes to calm our fears, 
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to excite our confidence, to strengthen our hopes, to banish our 
distrust and encourage our timidity. If you are afraid to ap- 
proach the Father, you have Jesus for Mediator. If you shrink 
before the Divine majesty in Jesus, who, though man, remains 
God, there is provided for you an advocate with the Savior Him- 
self. For it is open to you to have recourse to Mary. Of a cer- 
tainty, the Son will hear the prayer of the Mother. There is the 
unshakable ground of your hope.” This is also the thought of 
the Secret prayer for the Mass of the Assumption, which asks 
that the Virgin who was taken up to heaven by the power of the 
Lord “may so help us with her prayers that our hearts, afire with 
love, may evermore yearn after Thee.” 


The Assumption was for Mary the crowning of a life wholly 
devoted to the doing of God’s will. We need to remember this 
fact; for there are many facets of Mary’s life and virtue that we 
cannot hope to imitate: her perfect control of mind and will, her 
sinlessness. But we can imitate her devotion to the will of God 
as it was made known to her. Mary lived, as we do, by faith. 
She wanted to know God more and more, to love Him with an 
ever greater intensity—and God granted her prayer, as He grants 
all true prayer. Mary lived her faith and was molded by it, as 
God intends we should be molded by our faith. We should not 
picture Our Lady as a being, remote, untouched by the world 
in which she lived, as the personification of this or that virtue. 
Mary was an intensely real human being, a woman ardent and 
loving, interested in all the circumstances of the lives of those 
she loved (think of her at Cana). She still is. And if we ask 
her, if we let her help us, she will fashion us in her own pattern, 
make us also virile, purposeful in doing God’s will. 

The Assumption has a special meaning for our own times. 
Like the Ascension, it is a promise of our own resurrection, our 
bodily resurrection. The Assumption reveals to us the glory that 
our own bodies will one day know. Having shared with our souls 
the struggle against sin, they will, with these souls, share the 
glorification of heaven. And it is here that the Assumption stands 
in absolute contradiction to the cult of the body known in our 
day. If we want our bodies to share with our souls the joy of 
heaven, we cannot surround them with every comfort, every in- 
dulgence which they crave on earth. No, they must be like the 
sheath of a sword, controlled by our mind and will, fit companion 
for the soul in an eternity of joy. 


The Assumption should give us a longing for heaven, should 
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fill us, earthbound as we are, with a little of that yearning which 
Mary experienced after the Ascension of her Son. Left on earth 
to comfort and “cradle” the infant Church with her maternal 
love and prayers, how Mary must have longed to be with Christ! 
If St. Paul could desire to die so as to be with his Master, how 
much keener must have been the Mother’s desire! Seeing St. 
Stephen called home to heaven, Mary’s heart must have ached to 
follow this first of the martyrs. If preoccupation with earthly 
cares, if uncertainty about our readiness, if awareness of our sin- 
fulness, prevent us from experiencing this quiet longing to be 
with Jesus, we have a Mother who can fire our hearts with some 
of her own ardor. Let us ask her for a share of it in the words of 
the Secret prayer of the Vigil-Mass of this feast: “Lord, may our 
offerings be recommended to Thy merciful acceptance by the 
prayer of God’s Mother, whom Thou didst remove from this 
world for the purpose that she might confidently plead with Thee 
for the forgiveness of our sins.” 


The Sun Obeys Its Queen 


HE “sun-miracle” at Fatima, in 1917, during the last of 
Mary’s apparitions, demonstrated to thousands of startled 
spectators the marvelous power of the Mother of God over na- 
ture, when she seemed to swing the sun “as a trinket at her 
wrist.” Other less spectacular marvels have also demonstrated 
the power of Mary’s intercession and her fidelity in helping those 
who call on her with confidence. 

Late in December, 1888, an expedition of celebrated astrono- 
mers from St. Louis, Missouri went to Norman, California (near 
San Francisco), where they were to observe a full eclipse of the 
sun on the following January 1. The only Catholic in the group 
was a Jesuit priest, Father O. P. Charoupin. To the dismay of 
the party, the sky was overcast with clouds the night before, 
and not a star was to be seen. Would the sun be obscured during 
the eclipse on the following day? The priest was the only one 
in the group who kept up his good spirits. “Don’t worry,” he 
said, “the sun will be visible for at least two minutes when the 
eclipse is at its maximum.” 

“How do you know?” asked one of the astronomers. “Are 
you a prophet?” 
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“No, not a prophet, nor the son of a prophet,” laughingly 
retorted the priest. 

“What makes you so sure then?” 

“Well,” said the priest, “you probably won’t know what I’m 
talking about, but we Catholics have great veneration for the 
Mother of God and absolute trust in the power of her interces- 
sion. She has never failed me when I invoked her for a good 
cause. When I want a favor real badly, I usually get others to 
join me in prayer. So, before I left, I asked the Sisters with 
their few hundred school children to pray every day to our 
Blessed Mother, to obtain for us at least two minutes of sun- 
visibility during the eclipse.” 

The skeptics laughed at the idea, but agreed that if things 
turned out as Father Charoupin had predicted, they would all 
kneel down with him and acknowledge the Providence of God 
and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin. 

January 1 dawned dark and dreary. A leaden sky gave no 
promise of the sun’s shining even for two seconds. Gloom settled 
on the four atheists, and as the time for the eclipse drew near, 
it seemed certain that their mission was doomed to failure. But 
Father Charoupin did not lose heart. Withdrawing to a private 
retreat, he prayed the complete Rosary, reminding Our Lady 
that her honor was at stake; that she must not give these atheists 
an opportunity to doubt her power or to ridicule her. With dif- 
ficulty he got the men to take up their positions as the decisive 
time approached. Exactly ten minutes before the total eclipse, 
the clouds parted and the circle of the sun could be seen per- 
fectly! The observation was a complete success. Then the sun 
retired again behind its screen of clouds. 

The phenomenon was too obvious to be ignored. True to 
their promise, the men knelt down with the priest to thank the 
Mother of God for her remarkable help. One of them admitted 
it was the first time in his life that he had ever gone down on 
his knees. (Let us hope that with Mary’s help it was not the 
last!) 


> Spiritual Vitamin for AUGUST 
Most worthy Queen of the world, Mary, ever Vir- 


gin, pray for our peace and safety; thou who didst 
bring forth Christ, the Lord and Savior of all mankind. 
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Novena in Honor of Mary’s Assumption 


AUGUST 6 — 14 


“Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known, 
that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help and sought 
thy intercession was left unaided....” These words of the Memorare 
inspire deep confidence in the love and the power of Mary’s intercession. 
In our need, we turn to Mary, who offers our petitions to her Divine 
Son, embellished with the pure love of her Immaculate Heart. Can her 
Son refuse His Mother? “Inspired with this confidence” let us place 
all our needs and desires in her heart, believing that she will obtain the 
spiritual and temporal favors that will lead us closer to Our Lord. 

We invite you to join with the Sisters of our five communities of 
Perpetual Adoration as we prepare for the Feast of the Assumption by 
a solemn Novena. Your petitions may be sent.to our Motherhouse at 
Clyde, Missouri, or to any of our dependent priories located at: 
Mundelein, Illinois; Tucson, Arizona; Kansas City, Missouri; and San 
Diego, California. They will be placed near the Exposition Altar during 
the days of the Novena. 

As we beg our Heavenly Mother to “despise not our petitions,” but 
in her mercy to “hear and answer us,” may the following words of 
St. Augustine inspire us with a firm faith, an unwavering hope and an 
ardent love for our Heavenly Queen: “All the elect in this world are 
hidden in the bosom of the Blessed Virgin Mary, where they are guarded, 
nourished, cherished and reared by this loving Mother, until, after death, 
she brings them all to glory.” 
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The Blessed Sacrament 


Fount of Faith, Hope and Charity 


HEN the first Eucharistic Congress was announced in 
Lille, France, in June, 1881, Bishop Louis Gaston de 
Segur wrote: “It is quite evident that the great evils of the 
day... are traceable to the denial of Jesus Christ. Seculariza- 
tion has been the watchword of the enemies of God, and their 
purpose has been to keep religion and the supernatural away 
from the hearts of men. Our purpose is to open a way to man’s 
heart for Jesus to enter, and this purpose can be obtained only 
by means of the Blessed Sacrament.” 


Evils similar to those of the nineteenth century overshadow 
our times, but they can be overcome by faith, hope and love, 
the nourishment of which is to be found in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. Honor given to the Blessed Sacrament is first of all a 
wonderful profession of Faith. The whole life of faith centers 
in and lives on the Eucharist. Everything good and lasting in 
this mortal life converges upon the Eucharist. The Eucharist 
manifests Jesus Christ, God and Man, present in a threefold 
state: First, as a Victim, offering Himself in the Holy Sacrifice 
for man’s salvation and eternal happiness; second, as the Bread 
of Life in Holy Communion; third, as our abiding Guest, longing 
to receive our worship, reparation, thanksgiving and petition. 
The Eucharist sustains our life of faith, until faith is replaced 
by vision in the glory of heaven. 


The Eucharist is, secondly, a foundation of Hope. We pos- 
sess Jesus, the eternal Son of God, true God and true Man, 
veiled in the Eucharist. One day we shall possess God in His 
majesty, possessing Him forever in heaven. The Eucharist as- 
sures us of this on condition that we remain ever faithful to the 
teachings and precepts of the Catholic Church. 


Finally, the Eucharist signifies and effects Charity or Love 
—the union between man and man, and the ineffable union be- 
tween man and God. God’s first commandment is the command 
of love. God is love! His purpose in giving us His Church, and 
through it the Eucharist, is love. God would bind all men to 
Himself in love by means of the Eucharist; He would bind all 
men to one another in love by the same bond of the Eucharist. 
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Our Anchor of Hope 


HEN Our Lord ascended into heaven, He did not leave us 
orphans. By a miracle of His infinite power and love, He 
remains with us in the Blessed Sacrament, even while reigning 
gloriously in heaven. The same is not true, however, of our 
Blessed Lady. When, at her Assumption, she was taken up to 
heaven, body and soul, she was completely and utterly removed 
from the earth. Her dwelling-place now is heaven, and heaven 
only. But that does not mean that she is separated from us. 
She is with us in spirit and watches over us with maternal love: 
Because her Heart is pre-eminently maternal, her love for us 
does not lessen; her motherly solicitude for her sinful children 
on earth and for the needy ones in purgatory is all the more 
ardent as she reigns with her Divine Son in heavenly glory. 

The feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, following just 
one week upon the Assumption, reminds us of this fact. The 
Introit of the Mass for this feast encourages us to have recourse 
to Mary, applying to her the very words which St. Paul wrote 
with reference to Our Lord Himself: “Let us go, therefore, with 
confidence to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and 
find peace in seasonable aid” (Hebr. 4:16). 

The Secret prayer in the Mass of the Vigil of the Assump- 
tion also reminds us that God has removed Mary from the pres- 
ent life in order that she may plead with confidence before His 
throne for the forgiveness of our sins. 

In her apparitions at Fatima, in 1917, Mary herself urged 
prayer to her Immaculate Heart to obtain peace for the world 
and to arrest the enormous loss of immortal souls. She recom- 
mended certain practices of devotion, including the daily Rosary, 
the Five First Saturdays in honor of and Consecration to her 
Heart, the wearing of the brown scapular, and the faithful per- 
formance of duty in the spirit of penance. She stressed the evil 
of immodest fashions, which would increase with the years, and 
the immense loss of souls incumbent on the sin of impurity. She 
made these requests with such urgency as to declare that unless 
a sufficient number of persons complied with them, peace would 
not be achieved and even greater evils would afflict the world. 

The third of the “secrets” confided to her confidants is sup- 
posed to be opened in 1960. For this reason, this year has been 
viewed with apprehension in many quarters, and there has been 
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much speculation as to the content of the sealed envelope which 
holds the message, and the time when it will be opened. 


But ecclesiastical authorities are quietly and prudently bid- 
ing their time, and apparently see no reason for being unduly 
concerned about the secret. The Church never “gets excited” 
over private revelations, because of the fallible human factors 
involved, and because her great concern is the body of Divine 
revelation commit- 
ted to her by Our 
Lord through His 
Apostles. This does 
not mean, however, 
that we are not to 
heed the admoni- 
tions of Our Lady 
at Fatima or to ig- 
nore her requests. 
To do so, in fact, 
would be to neglect 
our duties as Cath- 
olics; for her re- 
quests entail noth- 
ing more than the 
faithful and con- 
stant practice of 
our religion, and 
fidelity to the du- 
ties of our state of 
life. This is always 
the burden of 
Mary’s messages to 
the world. The 
Mother of God does 
not appear onearth 
to teach us new 
truths, but to re- 
mind a world that has forgotten the true path of salvation. The 
wishes she expressed at Fatima, at Lourdes, at Beauraing and 
La Salette, as in all her apparitions, are, above all, to bring back 
the children of the world to the ways of obedience to the Com- 
mandments of God. She knows that the great evil of modern 
times is forgetfulness of eternal realities; that people live as if 
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there were no God and as if this world were the whole of their 
destiny, disregarding the very name of sin and the revolt against 
God which it implies. 

The Popes of recent centuries, by word and example, have 
urged a fervent devotion to the Mother of God. This is true 
particularly of our late Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, and also of 
our present beloved Pontiff, Pope John XXIII. The latter, like 
his predecessor, has spoken frequently of his great devotion and 
his full trust in the “Madonna,” and has given his spiritual chil- 
dren this advice: “In times of difficulty, address yourselves often, 
as We Ourselves like to do, to the Mother of God, our Mother.” 

Speaking at the close of the Lourdes centennial in 1959, 
the Holy Father emphasized Mary’s role in leading souls to her 
Son. “The worship of adoration of Jesus, the Savior,” he said, 
“fs always at the center of every form of devotion to His Blessed 
Mother. It is through Mary that one goes to Jesus.... The love 
of Christ is the love of Mary. Mary is His Mother, and in the 
light of redemption, our universal Mother. The desire of every 
good Christian truly lies here—from the first words of the child 
to the last wish of the dying aged: ‘Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us!’ We ask Mary to intercede for us with her Son 
Jesus for earthly and temporal graces as well, since all is useful 
and needed by this our human life. But we must not begin with 
these petitions nor must we stop at them.” 


Our Holy Father also recalled Our Lady’s request for pen- 
ance and discipline at Lourdes (which she repeated at Fatima) 
and said that although these words sound less agreeable to some 
people, they must be heeded none the less, because “without 
discipline there is not the man, and without penance there is 
not the Christian.” “In the same way,” he said, “as in other 
times of history, when clouds gathered on the horizon to the 
worry of souls, families and peoples, so today one lives in anguish 
and fear. This applies particularly to many who unfortunately 
have neither faith nor hope. Many try to stun themselves and 
forget. But reality is before the eyes of all, and this accumula- 
tion of moral disorders and of puerile and sacrilegious efforts to 
oppose oneself to Divine sovereignty, to the sacred law of the 
Ten Commandments and of the Gospel, is something deplorable. 
In the same way, dismay grows in the face of daily and thought- 
less counterfeiting of truth, freedom, and justice, by means of 
sometimes unfortunate organs of public opinion. What can a 
just man do? The just man must pray without ever ceasing, so 
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that good judgment may return, that faith may be revived, that 
perseverance may never be lacking.” 

Today, a great part of humanity has lost its soul and does 
not feel the loss. There have been wonderful scientific and tech- 
nical achievements, but a deplorable retrogression in spirit and 
thought even among people called Christian. Civilization has 
become in great part a body without a soul. The world is in- 
volved in a labyrinth of errors, of moral disorders, of fears, of 
false beliefs. It has become, as Pius XII once remarked, “a vic- 
tim of its own injustices.” 

Let us then heed the pleas of our Blessed Mother and the 
admonitions of our Sovereign Pontiffs, and address ourselves to 
Mary in these difficult times. She is our anchor of hope, our way 
to Christ, and through Him, to the Father. ‘Who does not see,” 
wrote St. Pius X, “that there is no surer way, no quicker way, 
than through Mary, to unite all to Christ and to obtain from 
Him the perfect adoption of sons, so that they may live holy and 
immaculate in the presence of God?” Whoever finds Mary finds 
Jesus—the Life of the world. “He that shall find me shall find 
life and shall have salvation from the Lord” (Epistle, feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, from the Book of Wisdom). Therefore, 
Pius XII, of holy memory, pointed to the Heart of Mary as the 
hope of salvation for all, and consecrated the world to her. 





DON’T FORGET —to Remember God! 


CARDINAL MANNING used to say that a Will is a poor 
Will if it does not name God among its beneficiaries. How shock- 
ing it is to hear of a Catholic leaving a large bequest to a secular 
university, with no provision for Catholic schools or works of 
charity! And how must God regard such a slight! 

A legacy for the maintenance of our five Sanctuaries of Per- 
petual Adoration would be to remember God in your Will in a 
most direct and effective way, and at the same time to gain for 
yourself the merit of a good deed. For this purpose, the following 
form is suggested: 


I give, devise and bequeath to the Benedictine Convent of 
Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, a corporation organized 
and existing under the laws of the State of Missouri (here state 
the amount of money or give description of the property). 
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“For the Life of the World’’ 


ARLY in August of this year, Christ the King will preside 
in royal triumph over hundreds of thousands of people who 
will come to pay Him their homage in a city of Europe. From 
North and South America, from Asia, Africa and the Islands, as 
well as Europe itself, people will be pouring into Munich, his- 
toric old capital of Bavaria, Germany, to the international 
Eucharistic Congress being held there from July 31 to August 7. 
The history of these Eucharistic Congresses is an interesting 
one. After a century of revolution, despoliation and bitter anti- 
clericalism, the efforts of a simple French woman, Mary Martha 
Tamisier, resulted in Eucharistic pilgrimages taking place all over 
France. Then excellent devotional works on the Eucharist began 
to appear. Pope Pius IX encouraged the work. In 1878, Pope 
Leo XIII sent a special blessing to Miss Tamisier, and in 1881 
the first international Eucharistic Congress was held at Lille, 
France. This Congress ended with a solemn and moving profes- 
sion of faith on the part of the thousands who jammed the 
Cathedral and the square outside: “Lord Jesus, God of the 
Eucharist, behold us prostrate before Thee. Unbelievers profane 
Thee; the indifferent abandon Thee; but we, sinners though we 
are, profess Thy power, proclaim Thy goodness and implore Thy 
mercy.” 

Belgium was the scene of the third such Congress, Switzer- 
land of the fourth. One of the splendid sights of this Congress 
was the 140,000 men of Fribourg who stood as a guard of honor 
along the route of the procession of the Blessed Sacrament. In 
1893, the Congress was held in the city of Jerusalem and many 
of the sermons delivered there dwelt on the Holy Eucharist as 
a fruitful source of permanent unity between the East and West. 
At the first Congress held in an English-speaking country, that 
of London in 1908, the American Cardinal Gibbons delivered the 
sermon at the opening Mass. This marked the first time in 350 
years that a Legate from the Holy See had set foot on English 
soil. 

An opportunity for bishops, priests and laity of the United 
States to take part in large numbers in a Eucharistic Congress 
occurred in 1910, when one was held in Montreal, Canada. Dur- 
ing the next fifteen years, Congresses were held in Madrid, 
Vienna, Malta, Rome and Amsterdam. The 28th international 


AuGust — 1960 109 








Eucharistic Congress was held in Chicago in June, 1926. (It 
was, in part, as a memorial to this triumph of the Eucharistic 
King that our Mundelein Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration was 
built.) One writer is quoted as saying in the weeks before the 
Congress: “America, like every young land, is hungry for joy. 
Its religion must be joyous. American Catholics want to shout 
with joy, at least for a blessed week, before their Eucharistic 
King.” 

In the years before the second world war, Eucharistic Con- 
gresses were held in Sydney, Australia—Carthage, Africa— 
Dublin, Ireland—Buenos Aires, Argentina—Manila in the Phil- 
ippines, and Budapest, Hungary. The first post-war Congress 
was held in 1952 in Barcelona, Spain. At its close, 840 young 
men were ordained priests in the largest mass ordination in his- 
tory. More than a million people attended the 36th international 
Eucharistic Congress in picturesque Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 
1955. 


Munich, Bavaria, which is to be the scene of the 37th such 
Congress, is a city of more than 1,000,000 inhabitants, 800,000 
of whom are Catholic. The city, too, has an interesting and 
troubled history. It got its name from a small community of 
monks, or Moenche, who settled there in a forest solitude. To 
this day a brown-cloaked monk appears on the city’s coat-of- 
arms. Time after time, owing to invasions, rebellions and war, 
the city was destroyed and had to be rebuilt. Its first cathedral 
dated from 1180, but was replaced in 1468 by the Cathedral of 
Our Lady, and its two copper-domed towers still dominate the 
city’s sky-line. Nazism was born in Munich, and the city suffered 
intensely under the Hitler regime because of its solid Catholicism. 


The theme of the Congress, “For the Life of World,” is 
taken from the 6th Chapter of St. John’s Gospel: “If anyone 
eat of this Bread he shall live forever; and the Bread that I will 
give is My flesh for the life of the world.” Down the centuries, 
these words have re-echoed; at each Mass they are made a real- 
ity; at each Communion, the very life of Christ becomes ours. 
In a world so torn by hatred and dissension, these words are a 
trumpet-peal of hope, of peace. United in Christ, we are united 
to each other; He alone can make us one. May the 37th Inter- 
national Eucharistic Congress, this profession of faith in the 
undying love of the God who died for us, be an irresistible 
summons to all men, calling them to Him who alone is the Life 
of the world. 
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The Priesthood. 


Rev. Winfrid Herbst, S.D.S. 


HAT does the priesthood mean to a priest? It means, first 
of all, an exalted dignity. 

We esteem and honor the calling of a farmer, for he must 
produce the things that are the food for the lives of others. The 
priest, too, is a farmer. The field that he cultivates consists of 
immortal souls; the seed that he sows is the word of God; the 
bread that he offers is the Holy Eucharist; the fruit that he 
gathers is eternal life. 


The calling of a soldier is also held in high honor, for he 
protects the homes of his country and the soil of his native land. 
The priest, too, is a soldier, an officer in the army of Jesus Christ. 
He fights the battles of the Lord, protects the souls of his flock, 
wards off the attacks of the infernal enemy. 

Honorable and full of blessings is the calling of the physician, 
for he restores health to the sick. But the calling of the priest 
is much higher than the calling of the physician. Indeed, it is 
as much higher as the soul is higher than the body, as everlasting 
life is higher than this temporal life on earth. The priest does 
not heal frail bodies, but immortal souls that are made to the 
image and likeness of God. And not only does he heal but he 
also raises from the dead, inasmuch as he gives back to sinners 
the life of grace and with it life everlasting. 

Important and influential is also the calling of the judge. 
But the priest likewise judges; and what is more, he judges the 
innermost heart of man, enters into the very sanctuary of con- 
science, which remains closed to the earthly judge. And while 
the latter can only declare a man innocent but cannot make him 
innocent, the priest has the mighty power to make the guilty 
clean and innocent in the holy Sacrament of Penance. 

A dignity above angels and archangels, even! For as those 
blessed spirits sing day and night their Holy, Holy, Holy before 
the throne of God, and as guardian angels watch over the chil- 
dren of men, so also the priest has the twofold duty of giving 
praise to the Most Holy Trinity, in his own name and in the 
name of the Church, and at the same time that of watching over 
and guarding the souls entrusted to his care. 
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Going higher still, to 
the most exalted of all 
creatures, the Blessed 
Mother of God, the priest 
is seen to have a similar 
dignity and to perform 
similar functions. For, as 
Mary made possible the 
Incarnation of the Son of 
God and gave every moth- 
erly service to the Divine 
Child, so also does the 
priest make possible the 
sacramental life of that 
same Son of God. In 
Holy Mass he speaks the 
sacred words of the Con- 
secration, and behold! the 
only-begotten Son of God 
is made present upon the 
altar, places Himself in 
the hands of the priest, 
and by him is lifted and 
carried. 

Indeed (with all vener- 

The Priest Is a Victim with Christ ation to Mary be it said), 
in a certain sense the 
power of the priest is greater than that of the exalted Queen of 
heaven; for it has not been given her to consecrate bread and 
wine into the Body and Blood of her Son. And imagine a poor 
sinner lying on his deathbed. He has contrition, but not perfect 
contrition. In a few moments he will stand before the judgment 
seat of God. You may call upon Mary; call upon the whole heav- 
enly court. They can indeed pray for the dying sinner, but they 
cannot save him. But call the most ordinary priest: he speaks 
the words of absolution, and the dying sinner is pardoned. Satan 
must depart; hell must close; and heaven must open again. 





A Heavy Burden 


Frighteningly exalted is the dignity of the priest. But the 
burden that is placed upon his shoulders is as heavy as the dig- 
nity is high. As the Council of Trent expresses it, that burden 
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is too heavy a load for even angel-shoulders to bear. Weighing 
this with an earthly scale, how much the priest really must re- 
nounce, how many things which are treasured by the children 
of this world and so eagerly sought after! 

Furthermore, there are the many hardships that are con- 
nected with the priestly duties that must be fulfilled. There are 
the strenuous Sunday services that wear him out; the religious 
instructions to be given to such differently graded groups; the 
sick calls that may come by day or by night, in all kinds of 
weather; the administration of the sacraments; and so many 
other things that cause more weariness, more cares, more burden- 
some tasks than many a person dreams of. Particularly has the 
work in the confessional been a crushing burden to many a 
priest; and it were to be wished that those who foolishly say that 
the priests invented confession could be placed in the confes- 
sional, for five or six weeks, on special occasions when the line of 
those waiting to go to confession is seemingly endless. Never 
would they repeat that laughable assertion! 

But there is one thing that weighs more heavily still on the 
priest. It is the opposition and difficulties which evil-minded 
men place in the way of his fulfilling the duties of his holy voca- 
tion. How often, through lack of co-operation, through calum- 
nies and persecutions, his labors are made null and void, his 
efforts rendered useless, his activity crippled, so that many souls 
that he would gladly save are lost. At one time it is parents who 
are neglectful of their duty and who, in spite of all pleading and 
admonitions, bring up their children with complete indifference 
to the fact that the home is the citadel from which they are to 
point out to them the way that leads to heaven. Again, there 
are unbelievers and fallen-away Catholics and hardened sinners 
who, even upon their deathbed, reject the outstretched hand of 
God and fill the heart of His ambassador with sadness. What a 
crushing sorrow that is for a priest who is enthusiastic for the 
things of God, only he can properly estimate who knows what 
a human soul means in the eyes of God and what it means to be 
condemned to hell forever. 


A Glorious Reward 


If the exalted dignity of the priest is indeed just as heavy a 
burden, still at the same time it carries with it just as glorious a 
reward. For God, who places upon a weak man such a heavy 
burden, also helps him, by His grace, to bear it. The less a priest 
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may count on a reward from men, the more richly will he receive 
that reward from God, who already here below has prepared for 
His faithful servant in the priesthood a treasure of graces that 
bring most solid and satisfying happiness. 

Who does not envy Mary and Joseph because of that heaven- 
on-earth which they found in the quiet little house at Nazareth, 
in their daily loving and most intimate association with the Di- 
vine Child? Does not the priest enjoy a similar happiness, inas- 
much as the adorable Eucharistic Guest from heaven daily gives 
Himself wholly to him, daily comes into his hands and into his 
heart, and so makes it possible for him to be united with Him in 
the tenderest union of Divine love, to work for Him, to suffer 
for Him, and to battle for Him? 

What riches of grace does not God pour over the faithful 
priest, who is so close to the very source of grace and may daily 
drink of the fountains of the Savior in joy? (Isa. 12:3.) With 
what delightful hours of loving companionship the Divine Savior 
favors His servant after a weary day’s hard work in His service! 

If the bliss and glory of even the least of the citizens of 
heaven in the kingdom of eternity is greater than anyone can 
imagine (“Nor has it entered into the mind of man what things 
God has prepared for those who love Him”), what a crown, what 
an ocean of delight and blessedness the Eternal Rewarder must 
have in store for His faithful servant and ambassador—the 
priest! 

It is upon this glorious crown that is prepared for the faith- 
ful priest in the life to come that he fixes his gaze all the days of 
his earthly life; it is for this that he sighs and longs, for this 
that he gives battle against the enemies around him. And it is 
with this crown of everlasting life that he would see crowned 
those many souls who are the fruit of his priestly labors. 

PRAY FOR PRIESTS’ We all owe a great debt of gratitude to our 
priests. Without them, we could not have Holy Mass, we could not re- 
ceive Holy Communion or have our sins forgiven in the sacrament of 
penance. We would not have blessed rosaries, crucifixes or medals. And 
at death, we could not have the great blessing and consolation of the 
Last Sacraments. The best way we can pay this debt of gratitude is to 
pray for them, for they too are frail human beings, in need of God’s 
grace at every hour of their lives. So don’t forget to pray every day for 


your pastor and for all God’s priests; also for those who have become 
unfaithful to their vocation, and those who are now suffering in purga- 


tory. 

Send for our prayer leaflets Ml0-a and M10-d (12¢ each), M10-b and M10-c 
(1¢ each) which contain beautiful prayers for priests. Also M10-e, Prayer for Seminar- 
jians (4%2¢ each). Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Only the Flame of a Match 


a? NLY the flame of a match, but 
()) it kindled a blaze that raged 

/ so swiftly and so fiercely through a 

| popular night club that nearly 500 

(, persons lost their lives and many 

\ =i others were badly injured, perhaps 

“2 \ a for life. Someone had taken a light 
ae ~. bulb from the ceiling and this made 
a )) “a the room too dark. So one of the 
oth _- >, employees was asked to screw it 
“! Y X "back in. He had to light a match 
/ r \ to see, and that accidentally set fire 


to the paper decoration. That’s how 
the fire started. But for the facts placed before us, we would 
hardly believe it possible that a room could be so completely and 
uncontrollably enveloped in flames in just a matter of moments. 

Viewing the above incident, we can draw striking parallels 
of similar tragedies in the spiritual life. How often have we read 
of the tragic results of a tiny “flame” of an idea taken from some 
questionable film or book that caught fire in immature imagina- 
tions and flared out into unreasoned, uncontrolled action. And 
even when the actions and reactions are less violent, we are in- 
creasingly aware of the little flames of godlessness on all sides, 
which, like a mere spark among dry leaves, first glow, then burn 
and blaze into the deadly fire of materialism that spreads into 
every area of Christian life. These ideas and standards by their 
unchallenged advance become so commonplace as to be generally 
accepted or at least tolerated by those who sense the error but 
assume a broadminded “live and let live” attitude. 

But can we afford to be indifferent to the scorching flames 
of immorality lighted by the innumerable publications issuing 
from our popular presses? Can we be so sure that none of their 
sparks will catch in our attitudes and ideals? Almost without 
our knowing it, they can take hold and destroy our moral sense 
of right and wrong and even our faith. This is true especially of 
our youth, who are not yet mature enough to recognize the dan- 
ger or to cope with it effectively. 

The common adage, “Fight fire with fire,” holds true here, 
for in our Catholic publications and writings God has hidden 
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sparks of Divine fire which have inflamed countless souls with 
love of God and with a burning zeal to set the world on fire with 
the same love. Just 400 years ago, in times much like our own, 
a young man gave clear expression to this decisive and unavoid- 
able choice when he envisioned the spiritual life as a pitched 
battle between two Standards—the thoughts and views of Our 
Lord on one hand and those of His mortal enemy, Satan, on the 
other.* He was St. Ignatius of Loyola. 

While the period in which Ignatius lived had initiated a new 
and truly scientific approach to study and research, it had by 
the beginning of the 16th century given way to a serious break 
with the real Truth preserved in Catholic doctrine and tradition. 
The materialistic spirit “extolled boundless freedom of opinion 
and a sheer enjoyment of life.” The chief political expression 
was a “gospel of brute force, of contempt for all morality, of 
cynical selfishness.” Protestantism claimed most of Germany 
and England and seemed on the verge of engulfing all Europe. 

A child of his times, Ignatius was a strong-willed, courageous 
soldier, but a vain, proud and self-indulgent man. Having suf- 
fered a leg injury in battle, he bore the setting and the rebreak- 
ing and resetting of the half-mended limb unflinchingly. But 
during his convalescence he called for tales of chivalry to ease 
the boredom of his inactivity. Only the life of Christ and the 
lives of the saints were available. Reading and meditating es- 
pecially on the lives of St. Francis and St. Dominic, Ignatius was 
completely converted from his former way of life. And countless 
are the souls he has led to sanctity through the Society of Jesus 
which he founded and through his Spiritual Exercises. It is very 
appropriate that Mother Church applies the words of Our Lord 
to St. Ignatius, “I have come to cast fire upon the earth and what 
will I but that it be kindled?” (Communion verse, Feast of St. 
Ignatius, July 31). 

Today we face the same choice. We are constantly con- 
fronted with the same false ideas and standards. If men in the 
time of St. Ignatius thought that a mastery of the revived an- 
cient cultures could form a perfect man, there are those today 
too who hold to the fallacy that knowledge is the same as virtue. 
But mere knowledge of facts, either in the material or even the 
spiritual realm, will not assure the morality of an individual or 
of society. As a prominent attorney recently pointed out, “Man 
is a creature not only of intellect but of will, and it is his will 


*See our booklet “Live Your Faith.” 10¢ 
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that must be trained in habits of rectitude if he is to live the. 
good life.” 

A tiny flame can destroy a building, a city, a whole area. 
In a moral sense, the fabric of a whole nation can be destroyed 
by wrong ideas and false ideologies, sparked by some apostle of 
error and untruth. On the other hand, a single tongue of fire 
can also enflame a few fearful disciples, and through them a 
whole world, with Divine truth and love. Witness the effect of 
the Pentecostal flames on the Apostles! How many a soul has 
been saved from the eternal fires by reading a good book, which 
effected a complete conversion! And how many a soul, by read- 
ing a bad book, started on the downward way which led to the 
abyss where “their worm shall not die, and their fire shall not be 
quenched.” 


Each month we list a number of our Benedictine Booklets 
which are appropriate to the season and to the feasts. Souls 
intent on loving God and avoiding the distracting attractions 
of the world find them a real help in feeding the fires of virtue 
and extinguishing the fires of passion and sin. They are an ef- 
fective way, too, of kindling the right fire in other souls by 
passing them on to others after reading them. The same is true 
of “Tabernacle and Purgatory”; now, isn’t it? 





“Soul Insurance’ 


“We wish to enroll all our grandchildren in your Association of 
Perpetual Adoration, to protect their immortal souls from all the dangers 
that the world offers these days. We feel assured that through this un- 
ceasing adoration and prayer our sons and daughters can bring up their 
children in a God-fearing manner, loving and obeying God, parents and 
country, and so save their souls for heaven. This is the prayer of a 
grandmother and grandfather.” 

Many parents make it a practice to have their children enrolled 
soon after birth. Others offer enrollments as birthday or other-occasion 
gifts. 

Usual offering is one to five dollars for each member, as means 
permit. An attractive gift folder is sent on request in place of the 
ordinary membership certificate for an extra dime. Handpainted folder, 


50¢. For Privileged memberships, an offering of ten dollars is asked. 
Beautiful lithographed certificate suitable for framing is provided. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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As the Heart Prompts 


DRAMATIC chapter in the Book of Exodus gives us a 

vivid insight into the generosity of the Israelites in re- 
sponse to Moses’ plea for the building of the tent-sanctuary which 
was to be the place of God’s dwelling with them. When he had 
assembled the entire community, Moses told them: “This is what 
the Lord has commanded: take up among you a collection for 
the Lord. Everyone, as his heart prompts him, shall bring a 
contribution to the Lord...” (Ex. 35:4, 5). 

The Israelites listened to their leader’s plea. This was their 
response: “When the whole Israelite community left Moses’ 
presence, everyone, as his heart suggested and his spirit 
prompted, brought a contribution to the Lord for the construc- 
tion of the Meeting-tent, for all its services, and for the sacred 
vestments. Both the men and the women, all as their heart 
prompted them, brought brooches, earrings, rings, necklaces and 
various other gold articles. Everyone who could presented an 
offering of gold to the Lord. Everyone who happened to have 
violet, purple or scarlet yarn, fine linen or goats’ hair, rams’ skins 
dyed red, or thahas skins, brought them. Whoever could make 
a contribution of silver or bronze offered it to the Lord: and 
everyone who happened to have acacia wood for any part of the 
work brought it. All the women who were expert spinners 
brought hand-spun violet, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen 
thread. All the women who possessed the skill spun goats’ hair. 
The princes brought onyx stones and other gems for mounting 
on the ephod and the breastpiece; as well as spices, and oil for 
the light, anointing oil and fragrant incense. Every Israelite, 
man and woman, brought to the Lord such voluntary offerings 
as they thought best for the various kinds of work which the 
Lord had commanded Moses to have done” (Ex. 35:20-29). 

As the offerings both little and great poured in, Moses sum- 
moned the craftsmen and artists, who set to work. But the 
generosity of the people was far from exhausted: “Still, morning 
after morning, the people continued to bring their voluntary of- 
ferings to Moses. Thereupon, the experts who were executing 
the various kinds of work for the sanctuary. ..told Moses: “The 
people are bringing much more than is needed to carry out the 
work which’ the Lord has commanded us to do’” (Ex. 36:3-5). 

This generosity of the Israelites is all the more striking in 
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that the sanctuary toward which they so lavishly contributed 
held only the manifestation of God, not His real, living Presence, 
such as fills our churches. The Israelites were donating their 
skill, their time, their goods to a God with whom they had little 
personal contact, who spoke to them only through a leader, into 
whose sanctuary but a chosen few might enter. And we? Shall 
we be less generous to a God who lives continually on our altars, 
who enters our heart each time we receive Him in Holy Commun- 
ion, who waits with an eagerness we cannot even imagine for us 
to come to Him? 

As we plan our fifth permanent Sanctuary of Perpetual 
Adoration in San Diego, California, we are relying on a generos- 
ity still greater than that of the Old Testament believers. For 
we know from experience the eagerness of our friends and readers 
to help in the erection of chapels which will enshrine Our Lord 
and Savior, our God-with-us, which will raise Him aloft on a 
monstrance-throne, making Him the golden Focus of eyes and 
hearts. We also know that God never permits Himself to be 
outdone in generosity, so that what is done to help us build a 
worthy Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration, returns to each donor 
a hundredfold. Please aid us then, by your prayers, your offer- 
ings, your interest, “each as his heart prompts him,” in this work 
of love for the God of Love. 


Let Your Light Shine— 


Whether in the form of a large candle 
burned for your intentions before the 
Blessed Sacrament exposed in any one 
of our five Eucharistic Sanctuaries 





for a day and night ............ $ .50 
ie he READE Stee om 3.50 
ok REE aeons ro 12.00 
Pe Ge iki 144.00 


or in the form of a vigil light burned in our Relic Chapel before a 
relic of your favorite saint or one of the True Cross, pillar of 
scourging, or holy crib, or before our Infant Jesus of Prague shrine, 
for an offering of 10¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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His Memory Is Blessed 


ROM early ages, God has raised up prophets in times of 

crisis to speak to the people in His name and to bring them 
back to ways of justice and godliness. The Prophetical Books 
of the Old Testament bear witness to the important role of the 
prophets in the history of God’s chosen people. Speaking 
through the Holy Spirit, they manifested not only the Divine 
displeasure and avenging justice, but also His marvelous paternal 
love and mercy and His infinite patience with a rebellious and 
ungrateful people. 

We usually think of a prophet as someone who foretells fu- 
ture events. However, in the true sense of the word a prophet 
is rather a person who speaks for God, in the name of God, 
though at times this also includes the foretelling of future events. 
The institution of prophecy did not cease with the coming of 
Christ—the greatest of Prophets—but continues even in our 
time, although in a somewhat different manner. In this sense, 
we may surely count among the outstanding “prophets” of our 
own times, the late Father Mateo, SS.CC., the ardent apostle 
of the Sacred Heart. He was charged with the special mission 
of preaching the love of God as expressed by the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, and of extending the social reign of the Sacred Heart 
through the Work of the Enthronement in families. 

From the time of his vocation in 1907 till his death in May 
of this year, Father Mateo was untiring in fulfilling this mission. 
Even though for some years past he was no longer able to preach, 
because of illness and old age, his zeal and devotion for the reign 
of the Sacred Heart never slackened. When he could no longer 
preach or write, he “preached” by prayer and suffering, and per- 
haps in God’s sight this was the most effective period of his apos- 
tolate. He had a long and painful illness, which he bore in a 
spirit of total abandonment to the holy will of God. Some weeks 
before his death his left leg had been amputated because gan- 
grene had set in. He accepted this ordeal from the hands of the 
King of Love, saying: “I offer all for the glory of the Sacred 
Hearts (of Jesus and Mary) and for the good of the Congrega- 
tion. I accept it not only with resignation, but with joy!” 

And surely now he will work even more effectively, after 
attaining, as we confidently hope, the goal of his desires—perfect 
union with God. Like St. Paul, he not only preached to others, 
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Father Mateo, SS.CC., on his Golden Jubilee, 1942 
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but also strove for personal sanctity and repeatedly asked others 
to pray that he might become the saintly priest God had a right 
to expect him to be. 

In a moving document written at Paray-le-Monial in August, 
1917, he wrote, in effect: “I humbly and earnestly beg my superi- 
ors on the occasion of my death to ask for the suffrages pre- 
scribed by our Rules, but at the same time to make it clear that 
these Masses and Communions should be offered simply in mem- 
ory of me, for the Reign of the Divine Heart of Jesus and in 
thanksgiving for the glory the providential Work of the En- 
thronement has obtained for Him!” 

Father Mateo’s long career began during the Papacy of St. 
Pius X, who not only gave his full blessing and approval to the 
Work of the Enthronement, but commanded Father Mateo to 
undertake this great apostolate. Pope Benedict XV, Pope 
Pius XI and Pope Pius XII each in turn blessed and praised this 
most timely crusade, and paid tribute to the zeal of the devoted 
apostle. And our present Holy Father, Pope John XXIII, sent 
the following beautiful message of condolence and praise to the 
Superior General of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts, 
through one of his secretaries, on receiving word of Father 
Mateo’s death: 


“His Holiness received your recent letter in which you 
apprised him of the death of Father Mateo Crawley-Boevey. He 
wishes me to transmit to you his paternal and heartfelt con- 
dolences, and to assure you of his prayers for the repose of the 
soul of the illustrious religious. 

“The Holy Father is quite familiar with the role played by 
Father Mateo in the diffusion of the cult of the Sacred Heart, 
whose tireless apostle he had been during his entire life. More- 
over, he is pleased to think that the sad loss sustained by your 
religious family will be compensated by the presence in heaven 
—it is permitted to believe this—of a new and powerful pro- 
tector. 

“The Holy Father was also edified by the attitude mani- 
fested by the regretted deceased in his last hours. He has no 
doubt that your Congregation, following the example of Father 
Mateo, will continue to labor for the greatest glory of the Sacred 
Heart. For this intention he most willingly imparts to you and 
to all the members of your Institute a special Apostolic 
Blessing.” 


In conclusion, may we make our own the sentiments ex- 
pressed by the Superior General in a circular letter: “What hap- 
piness for him to be able to rejoin the thousands of souls for 
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whom his doctrine of trustful love for the Heart of Jesus had 
opened the gate of heaven! Above all, what joy to be able at last 
to contemplate face to face Him whose infinite Love he had tried 
to fathom for more than a half century.... Father Mateo cer- 
tainly will be most grateful if we pray not only for the repose 
of his soul but also for the continuation and the growth of his 
Work to which he consecrated the best that was in him.” 


Father Larkin, the National Director of the Enthronement 
in this country, adds this word: “I am sure Father Mateo would 
want me to thank you for your wonderful co-operation in work- 
ing with him for the establishment of the Social Reign of the 
Sacred Heart through the Enthronement and Night Adoration, 
and I do so with pleasure. But I am sure Father Mateo himself 
is thanking you at the throne of the King of Love, for, as we read 
in the life of St. Margaret Mary, ‘Ingratitude has never entered 
heaven.’ ” 


Night Adoration in the Home 
Excerpt from an appeal by Father Mateo 


I am more than ever convinced of the necessity of penance 
in the home itself. While I praise and admire the great effort 
being made on all sides to develop the Eucharistic spirit in the 
church, I must say that I cling more strongly still to the no less 
high ideal of Eucharistic Adoration in the home. Those really 
acquainted with the spirit of reparation of our crusade and its 
transcendent importance in the home, will readily understand the 
“why” of this preference on my part for the Eucharistic Adora- 
tion within the family circle. Not every one is able to make the 
hour of Eucharistic Adoration in the church, particularly at 
night. Must they be deprived, then, of the honor and privilege 
of consoling the Divine Prisoner, alone and forsaken in so many 
tabernacles? By no means! In the sanctuary of their own 
homes, let them prostrate themselves in spirit before the taber- 
nacle, and, in union with the priests who at that moment, in 
some part of the world, are offering the Sacrifice of Calvary to 
the Triune God, let them adore, praise, petition and atone in the 
name of their own and other families, who offend and sadden the 
Sacred Heart by their daily denial of His rights as King. 


I think there is no stronger, no better way to stress the 
beauty and necessity of family prayer, of penance and Eucharis- 
tic spirit, than by developing this threefold spirit in the home. .. . 
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Thanks to Father Lukas 


(In accordance with the decrees of Pope Urban 
VIII, we declare that no miraculous character is 
attributed to the following incidents, judgment 
being reserved to the highest ecclesiastical author- 
ity.) 





Michigan: “Enclosed is a Mass stipend. Will you kindly ar- 

range to have a Mass said for the canonization of 
Father Lukas Etlin, in thanksgiving for a favor received? My 
nephew, soon after recovering from a serious illness, overworked, 
and was on the verge of a collapse. We prayed to Father Lukas 
for him and he recovered his strength almost immediately. 


Iowa: “Some time ago I injured my back lifting heavy furni- 

ture. I could hardly bend or walk. I promised I would 
have a Mass said to promote the beatification of Father Lukas if 
he would help me. Thanks to his help, I am entirely cured.” 


Missouri: “Enclosed please find an alms for the intention of 
Father Lukas in thanksgiving for a favor received 
through his intercession. On April 3 I started a novena, saying 
a Rosary each day on beads blessed by him. I feel my prayers 
have just now been fully answered, and I am very grateful.” 


California: “Just to let you know of a favor received from 

Father Lukas. After three deals falling through on 
the sale of my house, I prayed to him after I read about him in 
‘Tabernacle & Purgatory,’ and that very day I had a cash buyer 
who is very pleased with my house. I am so thankful to Father 
Lukas for this.” 


Louisiana: “Enclosed you will find a check in the amount of 

five dollars for a Mass in petition for the canoniza- 

tion of Father Lukas. This is in thanksgiving for his intercession 

in a cause for which we prayed to him. Within one week, our 

prayers were answered in a manner indicating Divine assistance. 

We promised Father Lukas that we would request a Mass to be 

offered for his cause and the granted favor would be publicized. 
Our prayers to him and for his cause will be continuing.” 

Picture of Father Lukas with prayer on reverse to obtain favors through 

his intercession may be obtained from: The Vice Postulator, Conception Abbey, 


Conception, Missouri or in care of: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, 
Clyde, Missouri. 
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What Is a GOOD LIFE? 


N ORDER to answer the question, “What is a good life?” 
we must first determine what is meant by good. More often 
than not, “good” is taken to mean something that is pleasant or 
agreeable. Therefore the good life would be a pleasant one, with 
the minimum of difficulties and conflicts. The husband would be 
able to provide a comfortable home, nice clothing, wholesome if 
not elaborate food. The wife would manage the household and 
children with ease and order. The children would be well-man- 
nered and at least average in their studies. And the whole family 
would be regarded as friendly and unobtrusive by their neigh- 
bors. 

Such a pleasant and agreeable life is certainly commendable, 
but it cannot be called good—really good in the highest sense— 
unless it is at the same time pleasing and agreeable to God. 
“Good” means more exactly that thing—or here, that life—which 
is adapted to its designed end. In God’s plan we were made to 
return to Him, and it is the sad mistake of many to set their 
goal rather in the good things of this life, which are but a means 
to God’s eternal beatitude. As St. Augustine put it, “A good life 
is profitable to man if it leads unto life everlasting; but if not, 
what shall his ‘good’ life profit him?” We can avoid sin and still 
make no effort to grow in charity and holiness. We can strive 
for our earthly security and still give no thought to laying up 
incorruptible treasures in heaven for our eternal security. 

There are doubtless many “good” souls in purgatory now 
because they simply made no positive efforts to be as good as 
they could be. Or perhaps they were so engrossed in merely 
temporal ends that they were surprised and discouraged by the 
obstacles confronting their honest efforts to lead Christian lives. 
Failures in business and misunderstandings in their social rela- 
tions, sickness and accidents, the financial success and gains 
made by the unscrupulous, served only to defeat and embitter 
them. They just could not see things from God’s point of view, 
from a heavenly perspective. 

We all need an understanding of what is the real end of a 
good life and a plan to help us work toward that everlasting life 
in heaven; a plan to guide us in the important and critical mo- 
ments of our lives and to serve as a measuring-stick in evaluating 
all the little decisions that must be made daily; a plan to help 
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us see events in the right light so we may think and act in the 
right way, the most profitable way to our best and true end. 

Frequent if not daily Holy Mass and Communion are rich 
sources of strength and enlightenment, particularly if combined 
with reading and thinking about the life of Christ, that of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints, as well as other good litera- 
ture (such as is listed on the covers of this magazine). 


The leaflets listed below are also short but very helpful explanations 
of how to make your good life really good for God. At the same time 
they are handy to carry in prayer book, pocket or purse for ready refer- 
ence, as well as to enclose in letters to others. Please order by serial 
number. 


1¢ each 1%¢ each 
C -36 — Perfect Contrition M-32d — Purpose of Suffering 
M-6 — How to be a Saint M-48 — Thoughts on Eternity 
M-8 — Keeping Close to God M-56 —Lift Up Your Hearts 


M-49 — Value of a Good Intention M-63 — My God, I Love Thee 
M-50 — The Christian Way of Life M-65 — Humility of Heart 


M-51 — Interior Peace M-67 —Share Your Faith 
M-52 — Words of Comfort M-68 —Gain Merit for Heaven 
M-66 — Secret of Holiness V-50 — Ways to Immaculate Heart 


V-51 —A Question and Its Answer 


Little Lovers’ League 


Ls month, Little Lovers, if you remember, we talked about Saints 
and snakes. This month we are going to do the same. The snake 
last month could easily be seen and attacked a boy’s body. There is 
another snake, a much more deadly one, that attacks, not bodies, but 
souls. It is the serpent of hell who encircles the world, disguised in all 
ways, and now he seems to attack children especially, in order to snatch 
them from Jesus and Mary. This vicious snake disguises himself in 
many ways, making himself very pleasing and attractive. But what he 
offers is sin, and every Little Lover should know what the battle cry 
against sin must be—“DEATH RATHER THAN SIN!” This was the cry 
of Mary Goretti, our Saint of last month, and it was that of Dominic 
Savio, our Saint for this month. 

There is someone who is very near to each one of you, who will 
shield you from the bite of the evil serpent, and that is our Blessed 
Mother. You are her children, and in her arms no harm can come to 
you. But you must pray often to her and run to her at the first sign of 
temptation. It takes great courage to resist temptation, but look to Jesus 
and Mary, who will carry you safely from danger. Obedience to your 
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parents and teachers, kindness to your friends, and little acts of self- 
denial, known only to God, will make your souls strong. But it is Holy 
Communion, the Bread of the Strong, which will be your greatest defense 
against Satan and sin. During these vacation months, don’t forget to 
nourish your soul by receiving Holy Communion as often as possible. 
Without food, souls grow weak, just as bodies do, and a weak soul is the 
devil’s prey. 


PRACTICE: Resolve to say three Hail Marys for purity before you 
go to bed at night every day of your life. 

ASPIRATION: Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us and protect 
us from sin. 


God’s Teenager 


DOMINIC trudged along the road leading from Muriallo. The dis- 
tance from his home to the school was thirteen miles. For a boy of 
ten, that was a long walk. But Dominic never complained. Besides, he 
loved the early morning walk when all nature was praising its Creator 
at the dawn of another day. Suddenly, an old man rounded the turn 
in the road and came upon the boy. “Aren’t you afraid to go so far alone 
on this country road, 
boy?” he asked. “I am 
not alone,” replied Dom- 
inic, “I have my Guard- 
ian Angel with me at 
every step.” “But you 
must find the journey 
long and tiresome in this 
very hot weather?” 
“Nothing seems  tire- 
some or painful when 
you are working for a 
Master who pays well,” 
answered Dominic. “And 
who is your master?” 
asked the man. “He is 
God, our Creator, who 
rewards even a cup of 
cold water given for love 
of Him.” Just five years 
later, Dominic was to re- 
ceive his reward in heav- 
en from the Master he 
loved and served on 
earth. 


Dominic Savio was 
born in the small town 
of Riva in northern Italy 
on April 2, 1842. He was 
not strong in body, but 
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he was strong in character. Even when only four years old, he often 
went without a meal in order to give his portion to some hungry beggar. 
Little gifts of money that he received were given away to the first needy 
person he met. When he made his First Holy Communion, Dominic 
made the resolution which was to lead him to sainthood. It was: “Death 
rather than sin!” And Dominic kept his resolution faithfully. 

Dominic was very popular, and had the knack of leading others away 
from the occasions of sin. He was a good sport, always happy, and not 
afraid to show His love for God by attending daily Mass and receiving 
the Sacraments as often as he was permitted. One day when Dominic 
noticed some of his friends looking through a suggestive magazine, he 
snatched up the book and tore it in pieces, saying: “God gave us our eyes 
to see the beauties of nature, and not to gloat over sinful things.” The 
boys respected Dominic for his courage, and many were saved from sin 
by him. 

At the age of twelve, Dominic entered a school which was 
under the direction of a saintly priest, Don Bosco, who was later to be- 
come a canonized saint. Don Bosco and young Dominic soon became 
fast friends. Under the priest’s skillful guidance, Dominic established 
the Sodality of the Immaculate Conception in honor of his heavenly 
Mother whom he loved so much. Dominic lived only fifteen years, but 
that was long enough for God to make a saint of him. He was deter- 
mined to be a saint, and prayed for this grace every day. He wasn’t 
much different from any other boy his age outwardly, but his soul was 
on fire with one great desire: To become a saint—and he did! 

Not long after his death, Dominic appeared to his friend Don Bosco. 
He wore white, signifying his purity, and red, symbolizing his readiness 
to suffer anything, even death, rather than commit sin. He told Don 
Bosco that his greatest comfort at the hour of death had been the assist- 
ance of the Mother of God. Then he added: TELL THE BOYS NEVER 
TO FORGET TO PRAY TO HER ALL THE DAYS OF THEIR LIVES. 

Holy Church has declared Dominic Savio a canonized Saint and has 
set March 9 as his feast. This is her way of saying to Catholic youth: 
“Here is a hero for you to imitate; a friend to turn to when you are 
in need of help.” And Dominic offers you the challenge he accepted, 
the challenge that led him to sainthood: DEATH RATHER THAN SIN! 





The Busy Bee 


How doth the little busy bee In works of labor or of skill 
Improve each shining hour, I would be busy, too; 

And gather honey all the day For Satan finds some mischief still 
From every open flower. For idle hands to do. 

How skillfully she builds her cell, In books, or work, or healthful play 
How neat she spreads the wax, Let my young years be pass’d, 

And labors hard to store it well That I may give for every day 
With the sweet food she makes. Some good account at last. 
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Stepping Stones to Heaven! 


eee ee 
*s *, 
"aes a, 


Let these Benedictine Booklets be your sure stepping stones on the 
way of true happiness through the marsh and mire of worldly cares 
and attitudes. 


The Goodness of Our Savior 


The first step, given here, is a childlike faith and trust in God’s love and mercy. 


Magnificence of the Love of God 


The importance and wonderful effects of showing our love for God and how 
to grow in that love and in perfect contrition. 


Fount of Eternal Youth Confession, Sacrament of Mercy 
How God’s love makes us His chil- How God’s love restores His chil- 
dren through Baptism. dren “lost” through sin. 


More Precious than Diamonds and Pathways to Peace 


Simple but concise study of Sanctifying Grace in the first booklet; very practi- 
cal observations on peace through Faith, Hope and Charity, in the second: 
all fruits of baptism. 


Rays of Catholic Truth 


Consideration of Holy Mass as sacrifice and chief channel of grace. 


Prayer, Great Means of Grace Indulgenced Prayers, Aspirations 


Helpful aids on how to pray and its Powerful and easy ways to unite 
wonderful effects. with God often during the day. 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Sufferings Sanctified 


Don’t let suffering and sickness throw you off the path. Thoughts and prayers 
in each booklet to help you overcome trials in union with Jesus. 


Price 15¢ each, postage extra. Other helpful titles on outside back cover. 
Ask for complete list, just revised for 1960-61. No charge. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





WATCH YOUR STEP! 


Long ago the Psalmist observed, “The fool hath said, “There is no 
God!’ * Yet today the number of those who claim to prove there is no 
God is legion. No authority, no right or wrong, but what is favorable 
to them. Amid such standards, even the best people, and young folks 
especially, must—WATCH THEIR STEP!—lest they too should slip 


unconsciously into the wrong way of thinking and acting. 


Ideas and attitudes come to us through what we read or what 
others read and express to us. Our best shield then is to fill our minds 
with God's ideas and ideals. These booklets will keep you on the 
right path to heaven. 


Jesus Enthroned in our Hearts 
Give your heart to Jesus this 
easy way. (10¢) 
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Conformity to the Will of God 

Why and how to walk hand-in- iN ~~ Comm«nicate 

hand with God. = Frequently & 
2 Devoutly 


Dispels all fears 
and doubts. 
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From Earth 
to Heaven PMT 
Plan for a true 
Christian life. 
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Confession, Its Fruitful Practice 
Explains and gives preparation for 
confession. 


SNA 


7 Capital Sins 
How to overcome these deadly vices. 
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The foundation booklets of our stairway help you to RECOGNIZE 
SIN, to CLEANSE GUILT, to RECEIVE DIVINE LIFE into your soul. 
For the upward ascent, booklets to give a GUIDE THROUGH LIFE, 
to put YOUR HAND IN GOD'S, to UNITE YOUR HEART TO HIS. 


Price 15¢ each, unless otherwise stated. Other titles on inside back cover. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








